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Green Recovery and Nature-based Solutions in Response to the Socio-economic
Impacts of COVID-19 Facing Africa:

Building Back Better with Migrants and Youth
25 February 2021 - 16.00-17.30 am (Nairobi time)

I.  BACKGROUND

Human mobility in Africa carries a long history and is a key driver for the resilience of communities. As
part of the 2030 Development Agenda and of the Global Compact on Migration objectives, there is now
recognition that migration can become a development enabler, a strategy to improve livelihoods, and
adapt to environmental pressures and climate change.

During this decade of Action when governments and other development actors were gearing towards
the scaling up of innovative approaches, including those relevant to the green and climate resilient
economy, the on-going pandemic of COVID-19 has presented unprecedented challenges that are multi-
dimensional. In this current context characterized by mobility restrictions, the destabilization of supply
chains and the disruption of cross-border trade, the pandemic is further challenging communities’
resilience and States’ capacity to respond.

For instance, the Agricultural sector in Africa has been impacted by the various Covid-19 related
measures put in place by governments. Considering the reliance of African economies on agriculture
and the role the latter plays in securing communities’ climate resilience, the impact of the pandemic on
food production, income and trade has been significant!. Representing 15 % of the continental Gross
Domestic Product (35% for West Africa?), agriculture is a sector which is heavily dependent on seasonal
labour migration. Generally low-skilled, these seasonal migrants are themselves farmers whose
livelihoods depend on rain and therefore are extremely vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate
change. Therefore, the essential role of these migrants in terms of local food security and economic
growth needs to be further highlighted, as well as their protection guaranteed when they are on the
move and livelihood solutions supported back in their territories of origin.

! Towards an Integrated and Coordinated Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic in the Agricultural Sector, AGRA,
June 2020
2 World Bank, 2019



As policymakers and practitioners are looking at concrete alternatives and opportunities to build up the
necessary multi-layered response to address the structural challenges and emerging shocks such as
COVID-19 and climate change, Green economy is being considered more and more as a viable option
by African Governments®. Moreover, nature-based solutions have already proven to strengthen the
resilience of communities vis-a-vis COVID-19 and climate change. Good practices have been witnessed
in Africa whereby local agroecological initiatives have become successful despite ongoing mobility
restrictions, thereby generating more income and providing job opportunities.* Such initiatives are not
isolated and are becoming increasingly common across the continent, often supported by the financial
investment of diaspora communities, implemented by returnees and their communities (Morocco,
Senegal, etc.) As documented and in some cases supported by IOM?>., the sector creates jobs locally,
short-circuit solutions, contributes to local biodiversity, climate adaptation and provides healthy food

supply.

Il. EXPECTED OUTCOMES

IOM is organizing this event in collaboration with key continental stakeholders (TBC) in order to
contribute to the discourse on green recovery in the context of Covid-19 and climate change. This is
mainly inspired by the example of the agricultural sector in which migrant workers and youth play an
important role in Africa.

The session will aim to facilitate the discussion over the following questions:

e What are the main sectors where there are tangible opportunities for green economy in Africa?
What are the main gaps constituting a bottleneck for the continent’s leap into Green Economy?

e In the context Covid-19, are there lessons learnt from the Agricultural sector that could be
drawn from the adaptation of local economies and related restrictions?

e What is the role of labour mobility in agriculture and what are the considerations that need to
be addressed to maximize the protection of migrant workers’ rights as well as their contribution
to the recovery process?

e  Which nature-based livelihoods solutions for migrants, youths and their communities must be
supported to strengthen their resilience towards climate change and COVID-19?

3 https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/african-ministers-environment-commit-support-
green-covid-19-recovery

4 Burkina Faso, Le Monde, 2020

5 See IOM’s latest infosheet on Migration and Agroecology in West Africa.



https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/african-ministers-environment-commit-support-green-covid-19-recovery
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/african-ministers-environment-commit-support-green-covid-19-recovery
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/migration-and-agroecology-in-west-africa.pdf

Ill.  PARTICIPATION

The session is expected to bring together by various participants including representatives from African
governments, private sector, civil society, UN and other international partners, Regional bodies
including the African Union Commission, and RECs.

IV. DATE AND VENUE

The session is scheduled to take place on February 25th, 2021 from 16:00 to 17:30, Nairobi time,
virtually on ZOOM https://zoom.us/j/96694232228?pwd=2050S1EyN2I3YmRZamVZMFhHcUFRdz09
ID meeting: 966 9423 2228

Pass Code: 038739

V. PROGRAM OF WORK- see the agenda, for further information

Opening remarks:
- HE, Ms Josefa Leonel Correa Sacko, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, African
Union
- Ms Maureen Achieng, IOM Chief of Mission for the Special Liaison Office to African Union and
UNECA

Speakers:

- Ms. Karine Fakhoury, Ecovillages and Green value chains Director, Senegalese Reforestation
and Great Green Wall Agency

- Mr AlHamdou Dorsouma, Division Manager of Climate change and Green growth, African Bank
of Development

- Mr Hiten Parmar, uYilo e-Mobility Programme Director, South Africa

- Representative of FAO (thc)

- Representative of Government of Kenya (tbc)

- Ms Kudakwa Chingono, African Young Women Leaders Fellowship Programme

Moderation: Ms Hind AISSAOUI BENNANI, Specialist on Migration Environment and Climate Change,
for IOM West and Central Africa.

VI. CONTACT PERSONS

IOM: Ms Hind AISSAOUI BENNANI- haissaoui@iom.int

UNECA (tbc)



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F96694232228%3Fpwd%3DZ05oS1EyN2l3YmRZamVZMFhHcUFRdz09&data=04%7C01%7Chaissaoui%40iom.int%7Cd21983281c8141ec30b708d8d364e3c3%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637491777560559384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0LKzK5zDYbM3DfCo67EnMiV3PXUm3%2FErUgnZd6C8Ebk%3D&reserved=0
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