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MIGRATION AND AGROECOLOGY IN WEST AFRICA
STRENGTHENING CLIMATE RESILIENCE OF INDIVIDUALS, COMMUNITIES  
AND TERRITORIES FOR AGENCY OVER MIGRATORY DECISION-MAKING

Setting the background

Population movements in West African countries1  
have a long-standing tradition. They are considered 
as a key element for improving livelihood strategies 
(IPCC, 2014; Mertz et al., 2011; IOM, 2018a), as 
well as an adaptation strategy in the face of climatic 
stressors. Several drivers can trigger migration, such 
as economic, social, political and environmental 
factors.

The ongoing environmental changes linked to 
climate change are modifying migration patterns 
due to their impact on livelihood resources, such 
as the agricultural sector, which accounts for 
35 per cent of West Africa’s GDP. Over the last 
decades, the region has experienced an increase 
in warm temperatures, unpredictable and unstable 
rainfall patterns (World Bank, 2019; IPCC, 2013), 
along with slow-onset events which deteriorate 
natural resources and challenge the agricultural 
sector’s productivity. 

In West African rural areas, the main  
income-generating activity is the food sector, 
accounting for over 80 per cent – including all 
activities from the farm level to processing, 
packaging, transportation, distribution and retailing 
(Allen et al., 2018). Since the agricultural sector is 
the main employer in West Africa’s labour market 
(Awumbila et al., 2014), the decay of agricultural 
production is one driver of migration, where 
inhabitants migrate seasonally or permanently 
in search of complementary income or better 
opportunities. 

1	 This regional paper was elaborated by IOM’s Regional Office for 
West and Central Africa, which covers the countries of Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Chad, Ghana, the Gambia, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, 
the Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo. Even if this paper is 
mainly focused on West Africa, the recommendations are also 
applicable in the context of Central Africa.

Agriculture is highly vulnerable not only to current 
climatic stressors but also to health stressors such 
as COVID-19. Indeed, the destabilization of supply 
chains and disruption of trade when borders close 
and mobility is hindered expose the vulnerability of 
the food production and distribution systems. 

The agroecological model – with its local,  
short-circuit and self-sufficient practices – can 
thus contribute to improving communities’ food 
security, living conditions and resilience, while at 
the same time making agricultural practices more 
sustainable (Douce, 2020). 

“Agroecology is based on applying 
ecological concepts and principles to 
optimize interactions between plants, 
animals, humans and the environment 
while taking into consideration the 
social aspects that need to be addressed 
for a sustainable and fair food system” 
(FAO, n.d.).

Agroecology can play an important role in building 
resilience and adapting to climate change. It’s a 
usually small-scale and highly diverse practice, 
and its goal is to deliver contextualized solutions 
to local problems (Levard and Mathieu, 2018) by 
promoting the sustainable use of ecosystems and 
selecting local flora tolerant to climatic stressors 
(Kabore et al., 2019). Contrary to conventional 
farming, agroecology also promotes the protection 
of biodiversity, and its production has a wide range 
of economic and nutritional benefits (FAO, 2018).

This paper aims to expose the migration and 
agriculture nexus in West Africa to support future 
policymaking on migration management, diaspora 
investments, gender equality and environmental 
protection. It seeks to show the benefits of a 
transition to agroecology for populations in the 
context of climate change and environmental 
degradation, and its links to the migration decision-
making of people.
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Agroecology can create farming and other rural off-farm business opportunities, which help 
to address livelihood insecurity that can potentially compel people to migrate (FAO, 2018b).

Figure 1. The potential of agroecology in migration decision-making and environmental challenges

Figure 2. The complex drivers of migration 

Source: IOM, 2017b.
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Drivers of migration

Migration decision-making is influenced by the 
multidimensional context in which the individual 
or community finds itself (see Figure 2). There is a 
global consensus behind the idea that increasing 
livelihood opportunities and income diversification 
can make migration a choice rather than a 
necessity. Yet more data and analysis on the nexus 
is needed for future research to better understand 
human mobility dynamics in the context of climate 
change and environmental degradation, and its 
effects at the societal and environmental levels. 
A transition to agroecology can be beneficial 
for marginalized communities by increasing 
sustainable livelihoods and giving some freedom 
of choice in mobility decision-making to already 
marginalized communities (IATP, 2019).

Policy perspective
 
On the international scene, several policies 
and agreements exist to strengthen adaptation 
measures to environmental degradation and 
climate change, considering their effects on human 
mobility (IOM, 2014a). Many agroecological 
practices are aligned with migration and climate 
change policies and agreements. 

On migration, the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly 
and Regular Migration adopted in 2018 is the first 
intergovernmental agreement that includes State 
commitments to climatic resilience. In addition, 
in the IOM Migration Governance Framework 
(MiGOF), one of the objectives is to seek to develop 
the socioeconomic well-being of migrants and 
society, which can be supported by agroecological 
practices. 

From an environmental perspective, agroecology is 
aligned with the objectives of the Paris Agreement 
on climate change, the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). It 
also contributes directly to several Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), mainly SDG2 on Zero 
Hunger, SDG8 on Decent Work and Economic 
Growth, and SDG11 on Sustainable Cities and 
Communities (FAO, 2018). Indeed, agroecological 
practices help tackle hunger and poverty, all with 
a gender scope. 

At the regional level, policies related to agroecology 
exist as well. The Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) adopted back in 2005 
their regional agricultural policy (ECOWAP). This 
policy proposed a support programme for an 
agroecological transition, but even though the 
potential of implementation is there, there is a lack 
of coordination and clear strategy that continues 
to hamper its success, with migration highly 
disregarded (Oxfam, 2015).

Nevertheless, in 2018 the Alliance for Agroecology 
in West Africa (3AO) – a hub of non-governmental 
organizations, research institutes and social 
movements working on agroecology – was created 
to promote a transition in agriculture to agroecology 
for West Africa (3AO, 2020). 

The advocacy work at the policy level is still ongoing 
at the time of writing, but country-specific progress 
has been observed. One of the seven pillars of 
3AO is linked to the themes of migration and 
rural exodus, giving an additional reason why this 
alliance is an opportunity to advance the work on 
the migration and environment nexus. In Senegal, 
Dynamique pour une Transition Agroécologique 
au Sénégal (DyTAES), which assembles several key 
actors in the field of agriculture and agroecology, 
successfully produced guidelines for a transition to 
agroecology which was delivered to the president 
Macky Sall in February 2020 (CIRAD, 2020).

As the negative impacts of climate change 
are increasing in the countries of West Africa, 
agricultural production and livelihoods become 
increasingly vulnerable, resulting in more frequent 
occurrences of forced migration (FAO, IFAD, 
IOM, WFP, 2018). Hence, there is a need and the 
opportunity to include migration in agricultural 
policies in order to efficiently address the migration 
and agriculture nexus.
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Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063 of the 
African Union

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
is an integrated approach that balances the 
three dimensions of sustainable development 
(economic, social and environmental). It 
provides an overarching framework that 
addresses the complex dynamic relationship 
between migration and development. Its 
key features linked with migration and the 
environment are the recognition of the positive 
contribution of migrants for inclusive growth 
and sustainable development and climate-
resilience practices to tackle climate change. 

The 2063 African Union Agenda is a strategic 
framework for inclusive growth and sustainable 
development in all of Africa, making clear 
synergies with the 2030 Agenda. Introduced by 
“We, the people of Africa and her Diaspora”, its 
vision and plan of action are of social, economic 
and political rejuvenation, with a clear 
acknowledgement of the role of migration in 
the region. Under its seven aspirations, clear 
links with the 2030 Agenda and environmental 
migration components are perceived, such as 
the importance of climate-resilient economies 
for decent jobs, and advocacy of the 
modernization of Africa’s agricultural systems 
through science, technology, innovation and 
indigenous knowledge, all within the scope of 
climate change.

Migration, agriculture and 
climate change in West Africa
 
Africa remains mostly rural, with only 43 per cent 
of its population living in urban areas (UN DESA, 
2018). In these areas, agriculture is the main source 
of income, representing 60 per cent of employment 
(UNEP, 2010; Lynch, 2019). In sub-Saharan Africa, 
agriculture is climate sensitive, with 95 per cent 
of it being rainfed. The adverse impacts of climate 
change have been affecting the agricultural sector 
and the people, including migrants working in it. 
Evidence of an increasing degree of unpredictability 
and uncertainty in rainfall patterns in the region 
(IPCC, 2019) poses a water-scarcity problem, 
increasing the vulnerability of said sector.

In addition to climatic stressors, the effects of 
unsustainable agricultural practices, such as the 
reduction of soil fertility and biodiversity, further 
deteriorate the land. These environmental 
and human-caused processes can hinder  
income-generating activities in the agricultural 
sector. This can leave over 80 per cent of the 
food-economy-dependent workers in search 
of other income-generating activities, leading 
to outmigration (OECD and FAO, 2016). The 
community of origin can then in turn be affected 
by a loss of youths and workers, leaving an ageing 
population and generally women and children 
behind. 

Agroecological farm Swani Tiqa and the founder of Sow 
Ranch, Belal Sow. © IOM 2019/Aïssatou SY
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Seasonal circular migration and outmigration in 
West Africa, linked to the dry and rainy seasons, 
are common economic adaptation strategies 
(UNCCD, 2016). However, climate change is altering 
these patterns and worsening living conditions of 
the already poor rural households, as it widens 
inequalities.

Within this context, employment creation is key to 
rural development, and agroecology can alleviate 
several pressures that lead to forced outmigration 
in search of employment, as the activity is relatively 
labour-intensive (UNCCD and IOM, 2019).

Agroecology: Building resilience  

“Resilience is the ability of a system, community 
or society exposed to hazards to resist, absorb, 
accommodate, adapt to, transform and recover 
from the effects of a hazard in a timely and efficient 
manner, including through the preservation and 
restoration of its essential basic structures and 
functions” (UNDRR, 2009). In the context of fragile 
ecosystems and livelihoods, climate change is a 
threat multiplier, exacerbating existing conditions 
of socioeconomic marginalization, including food 
insecurity, unemployment, lack of social protection 
and environmental degradation  – all of which can 
result in people being forced to move from their 
usual place of residence (GFMD, 2017). Thus, a 
transition towards more sustainable practices, 
such as agroecology, can help to address these 
challenges and build the resilience of people 
(see Figure 1). Sustainable agricultural practices 
support the creation of green jobs, which are 
defined as job opportunities that “respond to the 
global challenges of environmental protection, 
economic development and social inclusion” (ILO, 
2016). Through the development of such economic 
opportunities in the communities of rural areas, 
there is the potential for conditions to improve – 
and therefore contribute to mitigating the rural 
exodus trend. Moreover, agroecology supports 
the empowerment of local farmers in contexts 
where they have long been disempowered and 
marginalized (IATP, 2019), as its practices build upon 
and integrate local and traditional knowledge.

What about urban and peri-urban 
agriculture?
Video: IOM’s Migration, Agriculture 
and Urbanization in Senegal

Agriculture is usually considered as a rural 
activity, neglecting urban and peri-urban 
agriculture (UPA). Yet UPA occupies a 
prominent place in the economy of African 
countries. It ensures that a significant part 
of the increasing urban food demand is met, 
but it is rarely considered in municipal or 
national policies. UPA increases autonomy 
and improves the economic conditions of low-
income households, which can be an activity 
for reintegration, as IOM projects show. For 
example, in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, over 
45,000 jobs are directly or indirectly linked to 
urban agriculture (Ba, 2014). 

Climate change is making the food chain 
vulnerable, and cities are affected as they rely on 
rural agricultural practices for these resources. 
Urban and peri-urban agriculture can thus be 
an adaptation strategy as it provides access to 
food in short circuits (Dubbeling et al., 2019). 
Moreover, this activity can be a strategy to cope 
with rural exodus and increase the capacity of 
the city to manage incoming migrants. Better 
integration of migrants into local development 
and socioeconomic life can avoid the formation 
of slums. Overall, orderly, safe and regular 
migration can integrate migrants into economic 
activities (Dubbeling et al., 2019).

Agroecology is a sustainable practice that is both 
reactive and proactive in the context of climate 
change. It is a reactive measure as it supports 
mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, 
and it is proactive because it can improve the 
sustainability of agricultural practices in the long 
term and become a new source of employment, 
thus minimizing forced displacement (Zickgraf, 
2019). Positive short-  and long-term results also 
relate to nutrition and health through promoting 
a diversified diet and avoidance of chemical 
products. In addition, social cohesion is at its 
core, due to the need for local networks for the 
commercialization of products. Furthermore, it 
opens up an opportunity to establish a foundation 
for gender equality by, for example, prioritizing 
women’s participation in projects (ActionAid, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSoSWXqlL_8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSoSWXqlL_8&feature=youtu.be
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2017) and acknowledging women’s rights to land 
independently from their sociocultural context. It 
also works through collective action and sustains 
itself through horizontal learning exchanges. In 
the long run, agroecology plays a critical role 
in food security, livelihoods, and development, 
empowering individuals and communities. 

Agroecological approaches ensure good and 
sustainable production and minimize the risk of 
dependence on external inputs such as pesticides, 
fertilizers and purchased seeds. Thus, they allow 
individuals and communities to retain their income, 
power, knowledge and responsibility (ActionAid, 
2017), strengthening their resilience (see Figure 3). 

Figure 3. The 10 elements of agroecology

Source:  FAO, n.d.

The gender and youth2 
perspective

Ensuring that agriculture can adapt itself 
to a changing climate is a key component 
to ensure rural communities’ resilience. 
By increasing biodiversity and avoiding 
harmful agrochemicals, farmers working 
with agroecology can increase their 
resilience in the face of climate change 
and zoonoses.

Workers relying on climate-dependent activities 
in the labour market face many conditions of 
vulnerability due to not only the adverse effects of 
climate change but also protection concerns linked 
with their gender and age. Women and the working 
youth have a significant role in the labour market of 
most countries in West Africa. Acknowledging their 
importance in policymaking could enable activities 
and investments in this sector to support them.

2	 The definition of “youth” changes in different societies around 
the world, depending on the different demographic, financial, 
economic and sociocultural settings. For the purpose of this paper, 
youth will be defined according to United Nations instruments, 
which is from 15 to 24 years old (UN DESA, 2013).

In sub-Saharan Africa, around 60 per cent of 
women work in the agricultural sector (ILO, 2016), 
yet they only account for less than 10 per cent 
of land ownership (FAO, 2015). Although highly 
variable among and within countries, women 
play a significant role in the agricultural labour 
force and are key players in the informal economy 
(UNISS, 2018). During the dry season, they are 
often left behind with elderly people and children 
as men leave the village to look for other sources 
of income. They tend to be excluded from decision-
making processes and socially vulnerable. 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, innovations done by women 
based on agroecological principles have allowed 
them to get organized and strengthen their 
autonomy through year‑round agriculture (FAO, 
2015). They have gained recognition and visibility 
in their communities, which increases self-esteem 
(FAO, n.d.). As an agroecological farmer from 
Senegal stated: “Women working in agriculture are 
the messengers for agroecological and governance 
advocacy as the only sustainable system for a healthy 
life and a protected environment” (IED Afrique, 
2015). Rural women can thus be empowered and 
become more resilient by adopting sustainable 
and adaptive agricultural practices.
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On the other hand, population growth is leading to 
a more youthful Africa, with youths representing 
64.5 per cent of the total population (Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation, 2019). Half of the sub‑Saharan Africa 
population is under 25 years old, and almost  
20 million enter the job market every year, out 
of which 12 million are rural youths (FAO, 2015).  
Yet   72 per cent of the rural African youth is 
unemployed or vulnerably employed, with 
migration often being the only way to sustain 
themselves and their families. Given that 
agroecology can increase the need for workforce, 
the youth can benefit from it, while simultaneously 
participating in environmental protection. As a 
local key actor in Rufisque, Senegal, mentioned 
during an interview with IOM: “Almost 60 per cent 
of [our] seasonal workforce comes from Burkina 
[Faso], Mali and the Gambia.”3 

Agroecology can then absorb the increasing 
number of unemployed youths who are considering 
migration options. The recognition of its potential 
– as it proves to be an attractive employment 
option for rural young people, including migrants 
(Lynch,  2019) – and communication on success 
stories can influence the political and financial 
contexts of agroecological projects, creating an 
enabling environment, which is largely lacking in 
the region (3AO, 2020). 

It is also important to strive towards decent jobs 
that strengthen migrants’ rights in this working 
sector. These are defined by the International 
Labour Organization as jobs that are productive, 
provide equal opportunity and equal treatment 
for all women and men, and deliver a fair income, 
security in the workplace, social protection, and 
freedom of speech (ILO, 2013). Decent jobs in 
the region need to be created and promoted, 
as economies are largely informal, and migrant 
workers – characterized by low income and poor 
working conditions – often lack this social protection 
(ILO, 2019). Through practice and training, the 
knowledge on agricultural practices gained by the 
youth can then be disseminated, and in several 
cases, the youth themselves can be supported 
to start their own agroecological projects. This 
horizontal knowledge sharing is also present 
through “training of trainers”, whereby trained 
agroecologists disseminate best practices, with the 

3	 IOM, Migration, Agriculture and Urbanization in Senegal. 
Rufisque, Senegal, 3 June 2020. Available at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pSoSWXqlL_8&feature=youtu.be.

goal to train people who will diffuse the information 
to more hard-to-reach audiences and speed up the 
transition while ensuring sustainability.

Diaspora and agroecology
 
Migration can be an adaptive measure that allows 
for the diversification of a household’s income 
base (Stapleton, 2017), and the diaspora can play 
a key role in addressing local needs and supporting 
the development and implementation of national 
strategies. Through remittances, households can 
sustain themselves, raise their investment capital if 
credit markets fail, and help with the lack of access 
to financial assistance (de Haas, 2011). 

Over 40 per cent of international remittances are 
sent to rural areas (FAO, 2016a). In West Africa, 
it is nearly impossible to give the exact figures on 
these financial flows, yet it is acknowledged that 
they reduce the incidence and severity of poverty 
by helping households diversify their sources of 
income, save and invest (Plaza and Ratha, 2009). 
Besides capital, non-monetary transfers – such 
as expertise, competencies and even new social 
models – help support the livelihood of families 
(Mercandalli and Losch, 2018). Diaspora members, 
mainly those who own land in their respective 
countries of origin or demonstrate skills and 
qualifications in agroecology, can be agents of 
development by contributing to economic growth, 
improving food security and rural livelihoods, and 
providing insurance in the case of shocks (FAO, 
2016a). 

Diaspora and agroecology in Kolda, Senegal

In Kolda, a region in the south of Senegal, IOM 
developed a study on livelihood opportunities 
through climate-resilient practices for 
migrant returnees, entitled “Mainstreaming 
environmental dimensions into reintegration 
support to reduce the effects of climate change 
on migration in West Africa”. The case of Sow 
Ranch was noted as an example to follow. Its 
founder, Belal Sow, himself a returnee migrant 
from the Senegalese diaspora in the United 
States, transformed 10 hectares of degraded 
and abandoned land into a prosperous 
agroecological field, which also serves as a 
training center, contributing to the economic 
empowerment of a village that suffered from 
rural exodus and youth unemployment.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSoSWXqlL_8&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSoSWXqlL_8&feature=youtu.be
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By reinforcing transnational networks of diaspora 
engagement through skills transfer and productive 
investment, such as agroecology, forced migration 
and rural outmigration could be influenced. The 
willingness of the diaspora to get involved in local 
development is present. In 2018, at the African 
Diaspora Agro Food Forum in Belgium, discussions 
were held on how to address investments in 
agricultural practices, including by diasporas. 
Indeed, these types of advocacy events are windows 
of opportunity to address the potential contribution 
of remittances to sustainable agricultural practices.

Diaspora and agroecology in Morocco

IOM is currently implementing a project on the 
diaspora’s engagement in the development of 
agroecology in Morocco. Its goal is to advise 
and guide the Moroccan diaspora to invest 
in sustainable agricultural practices. As with 
several other African nations, the Moroccan 
diaspora is very dynamic and contributes to 
the resilience of large parts of the country's 
rural areas. In this project, profiles of 
diaspora returnees working in agroecology 
were identified, and the economic, social 
and environmental benefits of their projects 
were analysed. The ongoing project has 
demonstrated the potential for the diaspora 
to support development and increase food 
sovereignty and security in rural areas, thus 
helping create green job opportunities for the 
youth in marginalized territories. This approach 
has a good potential to be replicated in other 
West African countries as well.

The challenges for agroecology 
development in West Africa
 
 
Even though agroecology has positive effects on 
the agency over migration decision-making and on 
climate resilience, it still faces structural, social and 
economic challenges that can hinder its success.

Structural barriers

Countries in West Africa differ in their policies 
related to migration, environment and agriculture. 
However, they face similar challenges concerning 
field practices. Land access and ownership are 
the most acute ones (UNISS, 2018). In the case 

of Senegal, for example, land tenure insecurity is 
largely due to the customary law that continues to 
govern land rights. The country’s decentralized land 
administration, established since 1996 (IIED, 2008), 
gives the local governments of municipalities and 
rural communities ownership of public lands, 
yet the enforcement of laws has been “sporadic 
and with limited success” (World Bank, 2019). 
Moreover, the rapid urbanization and expansion of 
the cities in West Africa hinder land availability for 
agriculture. In Senegal, for example, an agricultural 
area near the city of Dakar is at risk of being 
replaced by residential areas.

“Insecure land tenure impacts the 
ability of people, communities and 
organizations to make changes to land 
that could advance both sustainable 
land management and climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. … [And] these 
factors also shape dynamics of forced 
migration” (IOM and UNCCD, 2019).

In addition, climate change, sudden-onset hazards 
and extreme temperatures are challenging to cope 
with, illustrating the demand for efficient insurance 
policies and support from the government through, 
for example, subsidies. Yet, under the current 
system, West African governmental subsidies are 
mainly focused on conventional farming through 
the sale of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, 
which prevents farmers in developing countries 
from receiving fair prices to buy inputs for their 
production, usually leading them into debt (FAO, 
2016a; Fitzpatrick, 2015). Official subsidies from 
the government to start agroecological projects 
remain uncertain in the region.

Besides subsidies, climate-risk insurance can also 
support smallholder farmers, as it provides security 
in case of climatic shocks, such as droughts or floods. 
It acts as a safety net for vulnerable farmers when 
combined consciously with parallel programmes 
on sustainable agriculture. Currently, this is being 
developed between the African Risk Capacity (ARC) 
and UNCCD in Mali, Mauritania, Burkina Faso and 
the Gambia, which aim to unleash funds to assist 
vulnerable communities threatened by droughts. 

Furthermore, there is the issue of water availability 
and access. Reasons vary throughout the region, 
but the common boundary is water shortage 
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and the increasing need for irrigation due to 
population growth and rising demand for food 
(FAO, 2018). Moreover, in the Sahel, the fast 
rate of desertification amplifies the issues of 
groundwater absorption for the aquifers, making 
groundwater hard to reach. Taking into account 

the context in rural areas, where there is a lack of 
mechanization – such as water castles, for example – 
and support, small household farmers, too, have 
major difficulties in obtaining water and therefore 
producing self-sufficiently. 
 

Agroecological farm Swani Tiqa, Morocco. © IOM 2019/Aïssatou SY

Social and economic spheres 
 
The transition from conventional agriculture to 
agroecology requires a change in practices and 
behaviours. Acceptance and willingness to change 
are major obstacles as the level of risk-taking in 
West Africa is low (Levard and Mathieu, 2018). 
Since agroecology takes up to five years to become 
profitable, investments are high-risk for low-income 
households. As a result, a secondary job, besides 
agroecology, is needed. Access to information and 
training are heavily required and demanded by 
interested rural communities, but they are hard to 
obtain due to the geographical location and overall 
availability of teachers and practitioners. Also, poor 
linkages to financial support and markets hinder 
the farmers’ capacity to become autonomous 
(UNISS, 2018; Blein et al., 2008). 

Because agroecological products in the market 
tend to be more expensive than comparable 
non-agroecological products, creating a demand 
for the former is key. As for financial inclusion – in 
relation to access to savings, credit, insurance and 
remittances at a reasonable cost – this remains 
elusive for many African households (Filmer and 
Fox, 2014). Agricultural households need to save 
and borrow for a wide range of reasons, such as 
obtaining and maintaining the land, buying or 
renting equipment, or both. Yet access to formal 
financial services is limited. This is especially true for 
the youth, who have major difficulties in mobilizing 
capital because their capacity to save and borrow 
is often constrained by banking regulations (Filmer 
and Fox, 2014). 
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Conclusion and 
recommendations

In West Africa, migration is a social and economic 
practice. Hence, several drivers shape the 
decision-making process of the migrant. One of 
these drivers is the environment, and current 
stressors due to climate change are compelling 
people to move. Unpredictability and lack of 
rainfall, environmental degradation, and soil 
erosion are the main factors that increase the 
vulnerability of agricultural production. Moreover, 
movements from rural areas into cities can put 
pressure on the infrastructures and services in the 
destination regions and lead to the emergence of 
slums if integration is not addressed. In parallel, 
the expansion of urbanization shrinks available 
agricultural land in the outskirts of cities.

These trends impact rural workers and force 
them to look for other opportunities outside their 
communities. It is essential for climate change 
adaptation practices in the agricultural sector to 
be fully considered in policymaking of West African 
countries, in order to support farmers to develop 
their projects and minimize forced migration. 
As case studies and examples show, agroecology 
is a set of practices that promotes resilience to 
climate-related shocks and pressures. Encouraging 
relevant projects and advocating agroecological 
transition can support rural farmers in strengthening 
livelihoods and diversifying incomes. This can 
create a domino effect of economic prosperity in 
rural territories, through the creation of new green 
jobs.

Even though challenges in rural areas – such as 
lack of infrastructures and access to basic services 
and markets – remain present, agroecology can 
be one way of empowering communities and 
helping increase their food security. Overall, this 
can ultimately make migration a choice and not a 
necessity. 
 
Based on the above analysis on the nexus between 
migration and agroecology, the objectives of 
exploring these linkages are to:

	� Avert and minimize forced migration due 
to climate change and environmental 
degradation, especially among youths, 
women and small-scale farmers;

	� Highlight the joint environmental, 
economic and social benefits of 
sustainable agricultural practices, such 
as agroecology;

	� Stimulate the diaspora’s engagement in 
agroecology;

	� Contribute to better protection of 
migrant workers in agriculture.

Taking all into account, this paper recommends the 
following:

For international and national organizations, 
associations, and groups working on agroecology

	� Gather and disseminate knowledge and 
support data production on the social 
benefits of small-scale rural and peri-
urban agriculture, with a particular focus 
on agroecology, in West Africa;

	� Encourage indigenous knowledge 
production to document practices 
supporting resilience and successful case 
stories;

	� Encourage the “training of trainers” 
model in agroecology;

	� Support local governments in initiatives 
tackling natural resource governance 
(land, water) and the creation of green 
jobs.

For agroecological project leaders

	� Better understand the protection needs 
of internal and international seasonal 
migrants in agriculture.

For governmental institutions and policymakers

	� Enhance the coherence between 
agriculture, environment and migration 
policies;

	� Assess and address the challenges 
hindering the transition to agroecology 
at the financial and institutional levels, 
especially concerning subsidies, land 
tenure and funding;
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	� Develop and strengthen technical 
tools and communication networks 
to encourage diaspora and youth 
engagement in agroecology, regarding 
production, commercialization or both;

	� Reinforce in policy and practice the 
protection of migrant workers in 
agriculture given its positive contribution 
to local development.
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