
 

 

Africa Climate Week 2021 

 

Human Mobility, Disasters and Climate Change in Africa 

- Addressing the complex drivers and structural factors that compel people to move 

in the context of disasters, the adverse effects of climate change and environmental 

degradation 

 

28 September 2021 at 9am EAT 

Online, via Zoom 
 

 

Speakers Bio 

Session: Migration, Environment and Climate Change in the African continent - Overview of the Global 

Components and regional partnerships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manuel Marques Pereira 

Head of Migration, Environment and Climate Change Division 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

 

Manuel Marques Pereira has served as Head of Division for Migration, Environments and Climate Change in 

IOM headquarters since August 2021 

Prior to his current appointment, Manuel served as Deputy Chief of Mission and Emergency Coordinator of 

the Rohingya response for IOM in Bangladesh from 2018-2021. There he led the IOM team that provided 

humanitarian assistance to refugees and host communities but also supported the broader Disaster 

Management Systems discussions and coordination with partners and the government    

Manuel’s previous postings with IOM include, National CCCM Cluster Coordinator in Iraq, supporting the 

overall coordination of CCCM interventions during the Mosul Operations in 2016, Regional Programme 

Manager on Capacity Building for Governments in six Southern Africa countries, Deputy Shelter Programme 

Manager in the Philippines after Typhoon Haiyan, and worked with Shelter and Early Recovery Programmes in 

Pakistan from 2010 to 2014. 

Manuel is a Portuguese national and holds a master’s degree in Emergency Practice and Development from 

the Oxford Brookes University, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Engineering from the Portuguese 

University. He speaks Portuguese, English, Spanish and Tetum. 

  



 

Session: Internal climate migration in Africa - the case for early action 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Kanta Kumari Rigaud 

Lead Environment Specialist 

Regional Climate Change Coordinator, Africa Region 

World Bank Group 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/k/kanta-kumari-rigaud 

 

Dr. Kanta Kumari Rigaud is a Lead Environmental Specialist and Regional Climate Change Coordinator in the 

Africa Region of the World Bank Group. She is a leading expert on climate adaptation and resilience and works 

on climate policy, strategy and knowledge management. She led the development of the World Bank’s Next 

Generation Africa Climate Business Plan; and is working on programs in Kenya and Uganda and provides advice 

on multiple other countries on climate action. Her passion and leadership is reflected in the pioneering flagship 

reports on Groundswell - Preparing for Internal Climate Migration; and upcoming Groundswell Africa series 

which provide deeper dives into the internal climate migration in West Africa and the Lake Victoria Basin 

countries. Kanta is the co-chair of the Technical Working Group on Environmental Change and Migration 

in KNOMAD; on the Advisory Board to the EU funded HABITABLE project;  member of the IUCN task force 

and Working group on Nature-Based Solutions at the Nexus of Environmental Change, Conflict, and Migration. 

She has a doctorate from the University of East Anglia in the United Kingdom.  
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Session: Migration, Disasters and Climate Change (MDCC) – Partnerships and Green economy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ndeye Coumba Diop,  

Regional Labour migration and mobility specialist 

ILO Regional Office for Africa (ROAF)  

 

Mrs Ndeye Coumba Diop is the ILO regional Labour and mobility specialist at the ILO Regional office for 

Africa in Abidjan Cote d’Ivoire since July 2021. Prior to that, she was ILO Chief Technical Advisor (CTA), 

managing the ILO –IGAD regional project “Free movement of persons and transhumance in the IGAD region” 

Improving opportunities for regular labour mobility – funded by the EU. She also worked many years at 

International Training Center of the ILO in the Employment Policy and Analysis Programme – EPAP, developing 

and Implementing capacity-building activities on promoting decent jobs in the informal economy. Coumba holds 

a Master degree in Applied Economic Sciences - National school of Applied Economic Sciences - University of 

Dakar, (1997-1999) Senegal; and a Master’s degree in Management of Development - University of Turin, Italy 

(2001-2002). She is fluent in English, French and Italian - and is an IAF certified professional facilitator since May 

2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fayçal Siddikou Boureima  

Technical Specialist, Green Jobs 

ILO Regional Office for Africa (ROAF)  

 

Fayçal Siddikou Boureima is a sustainability expert. He holds a doctorate in environmental assessment of 

conventional and alternative vehicles and energy from Vrije Universiteit Brusel in Belgium and a master's degree 

in eco-design and environmental management from the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts et Métiers de 

Chambéry in France. He also holds an engineering degree in water treatment and industrial fluids from the 

University of Boumerdès in Algeria. He has an extensive experience in sustainability assessment and 

development of agri-food, livestock, forestry and biomass-based energies value chains. Since February 2019, 

Fayçal joined the ILO Regional Office for Africa as Green Jobs Technical Specialist. 

 

 



 

Session: Evidence-based policymaking and policy coherence on climate change and human mobility in Africa 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ahmed Amdihun 

Programme Coordinator 

Disaster Risk Management  

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Climate Prediction and 

Applications Centre (ICPAC) 

 

Dr. Ahmed Amdihun is an Environmental systems Analyst by profession currently working as Programme 

Coordinator for Disaster Risk Management at Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Climate 

Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC). Dr. Ahmed has over 12 years of experience on the areas of 

Disaster Risk Reduction, environmental system modeling, and spatial planning and analysis and capacity 

development. Before joining IGAD, Ahmed has worked for various national and international organizations at 

different capacities including UNDRR as DRR Technical Advisor, International Livestock Research Institute as 

Senior GIS Analyst, and Addis Ababa University as Assistant Professor, among others.      

 

George Mwachiro, Principal Immigration Officer, the National Coordination Mechanism on Migration 

Secretariat (Kenya) 

 

Mr. George Mwachiro is a migration expert with a focus on Forced and Irregular Migration especially in the 

Horn of Africa (HOA). He is the lead faculty member of Forced Migration and Displacement at the Kenya 

Institute of Migration Studies (KIMS) where he deals with projects including on innovative migration and 

governance approaches and human mobility.  He is currently involved in research relating to mixed migration 

flows and Migrant Response Centres; as centres that fill critical gaps in the migration cycle for migrants in  

vulnerable situations in the HOA. Besides his academic output, Mr. Mwachiro is a member of the Kenya 

National Coordination Mechanism on Migration (NCM) Secretariat, a state-led inter-agency migration 

coordination platform. In his capacity as a member of the secretariat, he frequently engages with the wider 

audience by being involved in numerous migration processes locally, nationally, regionally and globally.  



 

MODERATORS: 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Ileana Sînziana PUȘCAȘ 

Programme Officer on Migration, Environment and Climate Change 

International Organization for Migration, Geneva – Switzerland 

 

Ms. Ileana Sînziana PUȘCAȘ has been working on migration, environment and climate change issues since 2016 

at the International Organization for Migration (UN Agency on Migration - IOM) and before with the state-led 

Platform on Disaster Displacement (PDD). She has been leading activities on policy, research, communication 

and operations, including in the context of the Global Compact for Migration, the UNFCCC Task Force on 

Displacement, and Regional Consultative Processes on Migration. Before this, Sînziana has worked on human 

rights and humanitarian issues with the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(UN OCHA) and several European research institutes. She has also worked on community-based projects as 

a foreign student in the UK and with Orange in France. Sînziana has a background in Human Rights, coupled 

with Political Science and Humanitarian Action. She is a national of Romania and speaks English, French, Spanish 

and German. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atle Solberg 

Head of the PDD Secretariat 

 

Atle Solberg is a political scientist from Norway and he was the Head of the Nansen Initiative Secretariat, the 

predecessor of the Platform on Disaster Displacement, from 2012 to 2015. His background is primarily from 

international humanitarian action and from working in the context of displacement (both in conflict and natural 

hazard situations). He has worked for the UNHCR and UN OCHA in Switzerland, the Balkans and in Central 

America, and for the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) in the Balkans, Indonesia and Colombia . He has 

research and teaching experience from the University of Bergen on humanitarian issues as well as on the 

protection of unaccompanied minors. Atle has also undertaken evaluation of humanitarian aid and worked as 

a consultant both with a focus on Norway as well as on the post-conflict recovery situation in the Balkans and 

Central America. Atle is the Head of the Secretariat of the Platform on Disaster Displacement 


