
 
 

 

CONCEPT NOTE  

Africa Climate Week 2021 

 

Human Mobility, Disasters and Climate Change in Africa 

- Addressing the complex drivers and structural factors that compel people to move 

in the context of disasters, the adverse effects of climate change and environmental 

degradation 

 

28 September 2021 at 9am EAT 

Online, via Zoom 

 

Partnership between  

the International Organization for Migration (IOM),  

the International Labour Organization (ILO),  

the Platform on Disaster Displacement (PDD) (hosted under United Nations Office for Project 

Services (UNOPS)),  

World Bank (WB) 

 

1. Description 

Across the African continent, the adverse effects of climate change have intensified the frequency and severity 

of sudden and slow-onset hazards, such as droughts, desertification, water scarcity, rising sea levels, coastal 

erosion and flooding. Disasters and climate change increasingly interact with other drivers of population 

movement, resulting in disruptive patterns of human mobility. Africa is now experiencing some of the highest 

rates of internal migration worldwide.  

There are a number of policy approaches to address these challenges, which include minimizing the adverse 

drivers and structural factors of forced migration, and also facilitating safe, orderly and regular migration for the 

benefit of both migrant communities as well as origin and their host countries. Human mobility presents policy 

and programming opportunities for African countries- both in sustainable adaptation outcomes as well as 

averting, minimizing and addressing displacement. Ultimately, moving into the post-pandemic phase, the 

recovery of global systems is also an opportunity to build back greener economies while promoting decent 

work.  

This session seeks to share evidence, tools and practices, and discuss opportunities for scaling up action and 

support at different levels to address migration driven by disasters, environmental degradation and climate 

change in Africa. 

 

 



 
 

2. Objective of the session 

This Africa Climate Week 2021 virtual side-event event will be organized, with the objectives to:  

i) Raise awareness of the links between migration, displacement, disasters, climate change and environmental 

degradation in Africa. 

ii) Take stock of existing frameworks, related work and potential synergies with different programmes 

implemented. 

iii) Demonstrate how the potential for green job creation and green livelihood opportunities linked to climate 

change adaptation and mitigation could play a positive role in climate‐resilient development. 

iv) Demonstrate how strengthening regional and national migration governance and policy coherence in the 

context of the adverse impacts of climate change and environmental degradation through different actions 

address the relevant objectives of the Global Compact for Migration (GCM) and contribute to the 

implementation of other relevant international instruments, notably Target 10.7 under Sustainable 

Development Goal 10, the 2015 Paris Climate Change Agreement under the United Nation Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2030. 

 

3. Outcomes expected from the session 

Increased understanding on  

• Addressing the human mobility challenges and harnessing the benefits of migration for climate change 

adaptation.  

• The implementation of integrated approaches to averting, minimizing and addressing displacement and 

migration related to the adverse impacts of climate change. 

 

4. Format and participation 

Structure of the side-event  

The virtual side-event will consist of opening remarks; brief update on the latest findings on internal climate 

migration - applying more granular analysis and considerations - to West Africa and the Lake Victoria Basin 

countries; introduction to the Migration and Climate-Informed Solutions (MACS) action-oriented framework; 

it presents a Migration, Disasters and Climate Change (MDCC) Joint-Programme in the IGAD region and its 

objective, particularly focusing on the labour market dimensions of climate change and employment. It shares 

evidence, effective practices and discuss opportunities for scaling up action and support at different levels. It 

explores the role that governments can play in using the available data and knowledge to advance policy 

coherence across the areas of climate change, disaster risk reduction and human mobility, with a focus on 

recent efforts in the IGAD region.  

The side-event will be hosted jointly by IOM, World Bank, PDD and ILO. 

  



 
 

Platform 

The side-event will be conducted via Zoom platform and it will take one hour. 

https://zoom.us/j/94449191773?pwd=bmdjNzY2MDBYQnAwV1V1NUNnVzF3Zz09 

Meeting ID: 944 4919 1773 Passcode: k2w%Bg 

This side-event will be recorded. 

Languages 

The virtual side event will be run in English. Key materials will be available in English.  

Participation 

The side event is open for all interested parties. 

Additional information 

Session coordinator/ 

contact person:  

Noora Makela, nkmakela@iom.int, 

+254715792908 

Link to the side event 

additional information: 

https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/event/migration-disasters-and-climate-

change-side-event-africa-climate-week-2021 
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Agenda and schedule 

Start End Session Speaker 

08:45 09:00 Logging in to the online platform - Testing connections Host & Participants 

09:00 09:05 Welcome and setting the scene Moderator Sinziana Ileana 

Puscas, Programme Officer,  

Migration, Environment and 

Climate Change Division 

 

International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) 

09:05 09:10 Opening remarks 

T itle: Migration, Environment and Climate Change in the African continent 

Overview of the Global Components and regional partnerships 

Manuel Marques Pereira, 

Head of Migration, 

Environment and Climate 

Change Division 

 

International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) 

09:10 09:25 T itle: Internal climate migration in Africa - the case for early action 

 

The presentation will present the latest findings on internal climate migration - apply more 

granular analysis and considerations - to West Africa and the Lake Victoria Basin countries. 

The results reaffirm the potency for climate to drive migration and the need for early, and 

ramped up action - both at the global and national levels. The session will introduce the 

Migration and Climate-Informed Solutions (MACS) action-oriented framework to avert the 

risks of internal climate migration and the opportunities to harness migration as a means to 

usher social and economic transformations that sustain livelihoods and economies. 

Kanta Kumari Rigaud, Lead 

Environment Specialist 

Regional Climate Change 

Coordinator, Africa Region 

World Bank Group 

09:25 09:40 T itle: Migration, D isasters and Climate Change (MDCC) –  Partnerships and Green 

economy 

The presentation will focus on discussing the intervention models that are proposed to 

strengthen migrants’ resilience in climate change and disaster-prone areas in the IGAD 

region through integrated frameworks and in particular the promotion of green jobs and 

enterprises. The session will introduce the Joint-Programme ‘Addressing Drivers and 

Facilitating Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration in the Contexts of Disasters and Climate 

Change in the IGAD Region’ funded by the Migration Multi-Partner Trust. This session 

focuses on the Pillar IV of the Joint Programme and demonstrates how migrants and climate 

affected communities would have improved access to sustainable livelihood and green job 

opportunities that prevent displacement and forced migration in climate and disaster 

affected areas in the intervention areas. 

Ndeye Coumba Diop,  

Regional Labour migration 

and mobility specialist 

 

ILO Regional Office for 

Africa (ROAF)  

  

Fayçal Siddikou Boureima  

Technical Specialist, Green 

Jobs 

 

ILO Regional Office for 

Africa (ROAF)  

  

 

09:40 09:55 T itle: Evidence-based policy-making and policy coherence on climate change and human 

mobility in Africa 

 

Moderator: Atle Solberg, Head of Secretariat, Platform on Disaster Displacement  

 

This session will highlight the importance of developing the evidence base on the risks and 

impacts of the adverse effects of climate change on different forms of human mobility. It 

1. Dr. Ahmed Amdihun 

 

Programme Coordinator 

Disaster Risk Management  

 

Intergovernmental 

Authority on Development 



 
 

will provide practical examples on ways to link climate change and human mobility data, 

through comprehensive risk assessment, as well as through promoting integrated policy 

responses in support of action to help avert, minimize and address displacement related to 

the adverse impacts of climate change. The session will in particular explore the role 

governments can play in using the available data and knowledge to advance policy 

coherence across the areas of climate change, disaster risk reduction and human mobility, 

with a focus on recent efforts in the IGAD region. 

(IGAD) Climate Prediction 

and Applications Centre 

(ICPAC) 

 

2. George Mwachiro, 

Principal Immigration 

Officer 

 

the National Coordination 

Mechanism on Migration 

Secretariat Kenya 

09:55  Concluding remarks and way forward Moderator Sinziana Ileana 

Puscas, Programme Officer,  

Migration, Environment and 

Climate Change Division 

 

International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) 

 


