
 

EVENT BRIEF: 

Climate and migration: what’s the evidence? 

Virtual roundtable 

Thursday 9 September, 14:00-15:30 BST / 15:00-16:30 CET / 09:00-10:30 EDT 

Background: 

Some areas worldwide are becoming less habitable due to increasingly extreme climate-

related hazards. Other areas could become more habitable, allowing new economic 

activities such as agriculture or tourism. International processes, particularly those on 

migration and displacement, climate change and disaster risk reduction, increasingly refer to 

the links between climate change and human mobility. However, these links are not always 

grounded in evidence, and this increased attention has not led to the coordinated, significant 

policy or legislative change that is required.   

 

There is a lack of clarity as to the direct influence of climate change on human mobility. To 
adequately address human mobility in international and national policy responses, the links 
between climate change, displacement and migration need to be better understood. 

Decision-makers need to understand the influence of climate change on migration and 
displacement and what can be done about it. The distinct role of underlying vulnerability 
and capacity in driving human mobility and its impacts – including the policies and practices 
dictating formal and informal support – illustrate that the links between climate change and 
human mobility are not just for disaster risk management efforts or humanitarian assistance 
to address, but should be fundamentally ingrained in sustainable development processes. 

Ahead of COP26, it is timely to consider the current evidence base on the complex 
relationships between climate change and human mobility, to support the development of an 
informed global discourse on links between climate, displacement and migration.  

Aims: 

• To convene governments, intergovernmental organisations, academia and actors 

engaged in climate-migration discussions  

• To situate the international debate on climate and migration in the current evidence 

and consider the nuances present in specific aspects and modes of migration, 

moving the debate towards an evidence-based understanding of climate change and 

human mobility 

• To discuss the tangled relationships between climate change and human mobility in 

order to contribute to evidence-based debate ahead of and at COP26 

• To disseminate and discuss the Rapid evidence assessment on the impacts of 

climate change on migration patterns and its key findings, including some of the 

neglected areas in the climate-migration debate. 

Date, time and format: 

• Thursday 9 September 2021, 14:00-15:30 BST 

• Virtual roundtable via Zoom platform 

https://www.gov.uk/research-for-development-outputs/rapid-evidence-assessment-on-the-impacts-of-climate-change-on-migration-patterns
https://www.gov.uk/research-for-development-outputs/rapid-evidence-assessment-on-the-impacts-of-climate-change-on-migration-patterns


Proposed agenda – BST (British Summer Time) 

14:00-14:05  
(5 mins) 

Welcome and opening 
remarks  

Opening remarks: Dr Rebecca 
Nadin, Director, Global Risks 
and Resilience, ODI 
 

14:05-14:25 
(20 mins)  

Keynote remarks  Keynote speaker: Mr Ovais 
Sarmad, Deputy Executive 
Secretary, UNFCCC 
 
Keynote speaker: 
Ms Caroline Dumas, Special 
Envoy for Migration and Climate 
Action, IOM 
 

14:25-14:45 
(20 mins) 

Presentation of the ‘Rapid 
evidence assessment on the 
impacts of climate change on 
migration patterns’ 

Presenters:  
Prof Jan Selby, Professor of 
Politics and International 
Relations, University of Sheffield 
 
Dr Gabrielle Daoust, Instructor, 
Department of Political Science, 
St Francis Xavier University 
 

14:45-15:05 
(20 mins)  

Moderated open conversation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderator: Dr Rebecca Nadin, 
Director, Global Risks and 
Resilience, ODI 
 
 
Interventionist speaker:  
Mr Kouassi Dagawa, migration 
expert, British Red Cross  
 
 
Interventionist speaker:  
Dr Tasneem Arefa Siddiqi, 
Professor of Political Science, 
University of Dhaka and 
Founding Chair of Refugee and 
Migratory Movements Research 
Unit  
 
 
Interventionist speaker:  
Mr Alex Randall, Programme 
Lead, Climate and Migration 
Coalition 
 
 

15:05-15:25 
(20 mins) 

Final round of open reflections 
and Q&A  

Interventionist speaker:  
Dr Koko Warner, Manager, 
"Impacts, Vulnerability, and 
Risks" subprogramme, 
Adaptation Programme, 
UNFCCC 
 
All participants  
 

15:25-15:30 
(5 mins) 

Closing reflections and recap 
– what can we take forward? 

Ms Marta Foresti, Director, ODI 
Europe 
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