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Addressing the Correlation between Climate Change,
Migration and Trafficking of Women & Girls 

Friday, March 18, 2022 via Zoom
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The extreme living conditions due to climate change are forcing the migration of entire
communities world-wide. The World Bank estimates that by 2050 climate change will force
more than 140 million people in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin America from
their homes. Migrants, especially women and girls, are particularly vulnerable to human
trafficking and forced labor. Join us as law enforcement experts, survivor service providers,
scholars and policy makers explore the correlation between climate change, migration, and
human trafficking. Learn about ways to reduce the resulting increased vulnerability of
women and girls. Explore best practices for adequate protections and services.

Register In Advance At:
 https://bit.ly/3s37k0O

Presented by:

San Francisco Collaborative Against Human Trafficking
 

Co hosted by:

The International Alliance of Women 



Speakers & Biographies

Dr. Emily Murase, PhD, NCJW, IAW
For over 15 years, Dr. Emily Murase served as Director of the San Francisco Department on the Status of Women where she pioneered policies to advance the
San Francisco CEDAW Ordinance, the first local legislation in the world to reflect the principles of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination. As a twice-elected member of the San Francisco Board of Education, she championed trauma-informed strategies in education. Currently, she
serves as Executive Director of the San Francisco Japantown Task Force, Inc. to promote and preserve one of the last remaining Japantowns in the country. A
graduate of Bryn Mawr College, she holds a masters in international affairs from UC San Diego and a PhD in communication from Stanford University.
 

The Hon. Susan Breall, California Superior Court Judge
Susan M. Breall is a judge in the Superior Court for the City and County of San Francisco. Currently, she presides over dependency matters in the Unified Family
Court. She has been a Superior Court Judge for 19 years. Prior to her assignment to the dependency court, Judge Breall presided over a juvenile delinquency
court for three years. She also previously ran San Francisco’s domestic violence court. As part of her juvenile delinquency assignment, she created the first Girls
Court in San Francisco. This court handles all delinquency cases involving girls who are at risk of sexual exploitation and trafficking. In 2006, Judge Breall was
appointed by Chief Justice Ronald George to the California Alliance to Combat Trafficking and Slavery Task Force. In 2011, she was invited by Supreme Court
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor to participate and speak at the 2011 international Human Trafficking Summit, which Justice O’Connor hosted at Arizona State
University. Since 2017, Judge Breall has been the Co-Chair of the San Francisco Collaborative Against Human Trafficking, a coalition of over 50 government and
law enforcement agencies, non-profit organizations and faith-based groups committed to ending modern-day slavery. She has been faculty on several national
judicial trainings on human trafficking that were sponsored by the National Center for Juvenile and Family Court judges, Rights 4 Girls, and the U.S. Department
of Justice. Judge Breall’s previous assignments have included presiding over both adult and juvenile drug court, felony settlement court, long cause preliminary
hearings, and serious adult criminal jury trials. Prior to her appointment to the bench in 2001, she was Chief of the Criminal Division of the San Francisco district
Attorney’s Office for all crimes of violence against women, children, elderly and intimate partners. Judge Breall has done numerous trainings for police and
prosecutors throughout the United States. In 1997 she was invited to the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina where she conducted domestic violence
trainings for the Federation of Bosnian Judges on police investigations, interview techniques and evidence gathering for domestic violence cases. In 1998, she
conducted trainings for all the police officers in the United States Virgin Islands on legal issues affecting battered immigrant women.

Hira Zahir, Program Manager for the 3Strans Global Foundation's Employ + Empower Project in San Francisco
Hira Zahir spent half her life overseas in warzones throughout various countries and half od it growing up in low-income neighborhoods in San Francisco, CA.
From this, she encountered trafficking of many forms at an early age, lived through some of it and focused her education on fighting and educating people
regarding economics, resources and human rights, both locally and internationally. She has a Masters in International Relations and Law Degree in International
Law from the University of Aberdeen, Scotland which she has used for Human Rights, Combating Trafficking (humans, animals, objects), refugee work and
teaching about how various crises including climate change, terrorism/warfare, geography,and natural disasters create endless cycles of trafficking and violence.
She is currently the Program Manager for the 3Strands Global Foundation Employ + Empower Program in San Francisco where she works on assisting survivors,
CSEC youth, and those at-risk for exploitation to remove barriers that prevent them from getting stabilized in achieving their employment and education goals.
She and her team utliiza trauma-informed care approaches and collaborative case management to help close gaps in services and ensure that all people they
work with have the supports they need to be successful. She is also involved heavily in working with youth and undocumented immigrants as well as being an
active member in many anti-trafficking coalitions. 

Anne Pelagie Yotchou, Board member of the International Alliance of Women & Director of the WIN Conference Cameroon.
I love to introduce myself as a social entrepreneur and women’s right defender. I have been working since 2003 in my country Cameroon and abroad in many
initiatives that aim to advance women's rights, women's empowerment, Women's Health, Girl's education, justice, and sustainable development with several
charity activities to end poverty and hunger in grassroots communities and also to give smile and hope to underprivileged, disadvantaged and vulnerable
persons (women, men, youth and children). I will always stand tall when it comes to empower/inspire women and girls to DARE and ACHIEVE. I am always
committed in everything that can contribute to make the world a better place for all without any discrimination: a peaceful, just, inclusive and equal world. I
strongly believe that "when people come together with one vision, they can change the Unimaginable into Possible. I am lucky because the destiny always put on
my way wonderful people that always mentor, coach and support me. May be because of my mission on this earth that is I think to take light worldwide and
share it and lift up women and girls in my community that don’t have the same opportunities to move round the globe like me and learn from best practices and
successful stories with great women leaders and entrepreneurs.  Thanks to you all.  

Antonia Lavine, SFCAHT Director and Treasurer of the International Alliance of Women
Antonia Lavine is a lawyer with over 20-year experience in criminal prosecution, litigation and oversight. She holds Master of Laws degrees in International Legal
Studies and United States Legal Studies from the San Francisco Golden Gate University School of Law. As a public prosecutor and criminal law expert in Europe,
she specialized in law enforcement, justice reform and legislative action in the areas of child protection, human rights and combating organized crime. With law
degrees in both the civil and common law legal systems, Antonia is consulted regularly for her comparative and international law expertise and has served on
numerous governments, UN, and NGO-sponsored projects and panels. She has directly contributed to drafting various pieces of domestic and international
legislation, including the European Convention on Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings, and served for several years as an appointed expert on the
European Union’s Group of Experts on Trafficking in Human Beings. In her current positions as Director of the San Francisco Collaborative Against Human
Trafficking and Executive Director of the National Council of Jewish Women San Francisco, Antonia utilizes her legal expertise and project management skills in
social justice reform and advocacy action. Antonia currently serves as Treasurer of the International Alliance of Women. For her work in fighting discrimination,
violence and exploitation, Antonia has received the 2019 CEDAW Women’s Human Rights Award and Award of Recognition for Outstanding Achievements in Cross-
System Collaboration from the California Department of Social Services

Pablo Escribano is the Regional Thematic Specialist of the International Organization for Migration on Migration, 
Environment & Climate Change. 
He leads IOM’s engagement on environmental and climate migration in the countries of the Americas and the Caribbean from the IOM Regional Office in San
José, Costa Rica. Previously, Pablo Escribano worked in the Donor Relations Division at IOM Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland and in the IOM Regional Office
in Brussels, Belgium. Pablo holds a Master's Degree in political science and history from Sciences Po Paris.

Jennifer Wang, Victim Specialist, Federal Bureau of Investigation - San Francisco
Jennifer Wang is a Victim Specialist at FBI San Francisco. Victim Specialists work directly with FBI Special Agents and serve as the critical link to ensure that victims of crimes investigated by the FBI are
provided their rights and are connected to the necessary/critical support, services, and resources. Jennifer’s career in victim services spans nine years with multiple agencies. Jennifer’s previous roles
include Human Trafficking Victim Witness Advocate and Volunteer Sexual Assault Advocate Coordinator.


